Consider that if you unlock the vehicle and place your
handbag on a passenger’s seat whilst getting into the
driver’s seat, a thief could open the passenger door and

remove your handbag. 1 1 1
Holding onto your handbag and not putting it down until you
are fully inside and have locked all the doors will reduce the EMERGENCY

risk of it being stolen. Ohotata

Your attention could be diverted from your handbag when Call for emergencies if life
placing shopping bags in the boot. For security, open the or property are at risk
passenger compartment first, place your handbag on the
floor, and then immediately lock all doors before attending to
your shopping.
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Hand bag safety tips:

These guidelines have been prepared by Police primarily as
advice for women on practices that can be adopted to reduce the
risks of a handbag being snatched by a thief. Being alert and
following the tips outlined in these guidelines will minimise the
opportunities for theft and your chances of becoming a victim.

e  Being alert, walking upright and briskly with a handbag firmly
held in a secure position, conveys a positive body language,
and reduces the risk of becoming a victim.

e  Consider carrying your handbag tightly under an arm, or in
front, so that it cannot be suddenly snatched from behind.
Take into account that if you wrap a handbag strap around
your arm, an injury could be sustained if the handbag is
forcibly snatched.

e  Be wary of any person who may seek to distract you. If you
are suspicious of the person’s intentions, move your
handbag into a position from which it cannot be easily
seized. Displaying a confident manner acts as a deterrent.

e If you see anyone who makes you feel uncomfortable,
maintain a good distance and consider crossing the road, to
reduce any risk of your handbag being snatched.

e  Always keep your doors locked when travelling by a motor
vehicle. This will prevent anyone from opening a door and
removing your handbag.

e If you place your handbag on a seat, this could make it more
visible and attract attention. Keeping it on the floor or hidden
under your seat is better for security.

e  Before exiting your vehicle, look around for any persons who
may be loitering nearby. If you see anyone who looks
suspicious, drive away and park in a different location.

. Never leave your handbag or other valuables in an
unattended vehicle as that will make you a target for
opportunistic thieves. We recommend that instead of hiding
valuables in your vehicle that you take them with you, so
there is nothing for thieves to take if you do unfortunately
find your vehicle has been broken into.

. If you feel uncomfortable walking through a carpark it can be
a good idea to keep close to any persons going in your
direction, who you perceive are not a risk to you.
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